
POSITION DESCRIPTION

Lutheran Summer Music Academy & Festival (LSM)

Title: Academy Journalist

Classification: Independent Contractor

Department: Summer Staff

Reports to: Alumni & External Relations Director

Hours: Residence at LSM site from Friday, June 28, 2024 to Sunday, July 28, 2024

Position Overview

The Academy Journalist gathers and shares compelling stories that showcase the LSM program, its participants, and its constituents

at large. The Academy Journalist has primary responsibility for upholding LSM’s reputation for musical excellence and supporting the

faculty and student musicians who make up the LSM community. The Academy Journalist is encouraged to fully participate in the

LSM community.

Responsibilities

● Lead efforts to find and collect compelling stories that showcase the LSM program and daily experience.

● Collaborate with LSM Faculty, Students, and others to uncover more meaningful narratives that expand beyond the daily

experience and connect to LSM’s values of “Music, Community, and Faith.”

● Draft, edit, and finalize quality written material, including news articles, social media posts, press releases, and more.

● Capture quality images and videos that accompany and complement written narratives.

● Collaborate with Alumni & External Relations Director to create and execute LSM’s communications calendar.

● Manage 1-3 Fellows whose primary administrative responsibilities will be to assist you with capturing and crafting daily

content.

● During Livestream performances, serve as “host” in comments sections of LSM’s Facebook and YouTube accounts.

● Attend and participate in weekly staff and faculty meetings.

● Other duties as assigned.

Qualifications

● Foundational journalism skills including:

○ Writing: understand principles of grammar and punctuation and how to write clearly, simplify complex information,

and adhere to a style guide.

○ Communication: professional and timely communication through email, meetings, and verbal interactions.

○ Storytelling: ability to create compelling content through written narrative, photos, and short video clips.

○ Interviews: ability to interview individuals to develop trustworthy, accurate, and impactful storytelling.

○ Research: ability to conduct research, verify sources, and check all the facts before presenting the story.

● Musical community knowledge: understand how musicians operate and interact in rehearsals, lessons, concerts, and more.

● Faith community knowledge: generally understand how faith spaces and people of faith operate and interact.

● Ability to work under pressure, respond to unforeseen challenges, and problem-solve in a calm manner in a time-sensitive

environment.

● Excellent time management skills.

● Professional appearance, dress, and demeanor.

● Microsoft Office Suite, Google Suite, and Canva proficiency, with exceptional attention to detail.

Compensation/Benefits

Independent contractor receives stipend and travel allowance at the conclusion of LSM. A private room and board at host college are

also provided, if applicable.

Apply

Interested candidates should send a resume, cover letter outlining qualifications, and three references to Eric Sayre, Alumni &

External Relations Director, esayre@lutheransummermusic.org.

mailto:esayre@lutheransummermusic.org

